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BaGHDAD, IRAQ. 


Neat dag January 10, 1930. 
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I haw the honor to refer to previous desxetches from 
this office concerning the rebellion in liejd led by Paivsl 


ed Dawish and to submit a further report on thut subject. 





NS FOR BLOCKADIUG PAlsaL ED DaWISH. 

In the lovember 30th issue of the Jagidsd -imes, it 
was reported that ohaikh Hafedh jjehba, said to le a 
representative of “ing Ibn saud, wus on his way to 
Kuwait to open uesotiations with the Sheikh there with 
tre aim of blockading Shaikh Faisal ed Dawish, the 
rebeliious akhwan lecder. It wus further stated that 


Shaikh Hafedh Wahbve had coiffizmmed a st.temeut published 


in the press of Baghdad to the effect that King Ibn 


3 debt 3 udV 


Saud would personally leed his forces ageinst laisal 

ed Dewish and hed ordered four eeroplanes from England 
which were primarily Drtented for military purposes but 
Which would be utilized in time of peace for civil aviation. 
In this connection it may be added that Vice Consul Brown - 
was informed by officers in the koyal Air Horce stxutioned 
at Baghded that King Ibn Saud had engaged the services of 


four reserve officers of that force to pilot these planes 


HATSAL 


O SHEETING & PLACE OF iUrUGE. 





“he Baghdad papera hsve pubdliehed little news of 
events along the border, however one of the Arabic 
papere published on January 6th an article which it 
stated had appeared in a Syrian paper to the effect 
that Ibn Saud wes personally leading his forces against 
Faisal ed Dawish; that that chieftain had sought e truce 
but was informed that the only way he could obtsin a 
ceesation of hostilities was unconditional survence:; 
that he had then souzht permission from Iraci officials 
to take refuce in that country but had been refused and 
that he had then made the same request of jrvench 


otficials in Syria. 


WED ACTIVITY ALONG THE SOUTHEU: BORDER. 





From verious sources this office was iuformed about 
the first of the year that there was renewed activity 
along the southern border. dt that time the British 
sorces in the southern deseit included three armored 
car sections from Baghdad (Hinaidi). On January 5th 
ea fourth armored car section was despetched from Bayhdad 
to the scene of operations and on January 6th a 
detachment of the Iraq Army commanded by a British 
officer and consisting of 120 men and 37 machine guns 
left Baghdad for the same destination. 

an armored car section of the Royal air Horce 
usually consists of five Rolls-Royces and three .'ords; 
the detachmenta of the Iraq army use Fords and Chevrolets. 
Each car carries one mechine gun and a crew of three or 
four men, enough gasoline to enable it to travel 800 


miles from its base of supplies and water aud food 


sufficient to sustain ite crew for fifteen days. 


The 
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SURE OF Fal ED DAWISE. 

‘The writer wae invited by the Hi. JVommiseioner, 
Sir ¥rancis Humphreya, to Ginuor et tig Aes ideney on Thureday 
night, January 9th. <After dinner the Jigsh Commissioner 
took the writer aside and conversed with him for about 
an hour (the statements made by Sir Francis Humphreys 
as to hie work in Iraq will be reported in another 
@espatoh)s vuring the course of this conversation 
he stated that Faisal ed Dawish had been surrounded, 
had surrendered to the British that very morning 





(January 9th) and had been placed on board a -ritish 


war vessel in the Peisien Gulf. 


WEWSPAPER COMMENTS. 





The newspapers of Baghdad printed no news of this 
event in their Friday issues; however on that day the 


Baghdsd Times published the following erticle; 


STOP PRESS. 


Axkhwan Rerugees in 
Full Flight. 





FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT. 
Basrah, Thursday, 


There is great eublyity on the Southern Iraq 
border, where rebel tribes are fleeing from 
Najd in consequence of an offensive by King 
Ibn Saud. 
They are crossing the Iraq and Kuwait frontiers. 
The Royal dir Force, with armoured cars, 
are endeavouring to stem the influx. They have 
disarmed some of the tribes and captured a rebel 
leader, Ibn Meshur, who is interned at Abtiyahe 
In the January llth iseve of "Al Iraq", an Arabie 
newspaper published in Baghded, appeared the following 


telegram which that paper had received from its 


5 " correspondent 


correspondent in Basrah; 
"Neja@ forces have pressed Kuwait. British | 
authorities there captured Dawish and other Wa 
rebel leaders and sent them to Basreh for . Tae 
@eportation by sea", \ : 


7 


PEACE Ol] THE SOUSHERI BORDER. 
It is thought thet the surrender of Faisal ed 


Dawigh and certain of the chieftains who supported 

him will check hostilities on the southern border, 

for the reason that the determination of Ibn Saud ° 
to bring peace to his country es shown in his asain tenia’ 
conduct of the offensive against Peisal ed DLewish and. 
his purchase of four aeroplanes for use in militeiy 
operations will probably deter any other chie tain from 


revolting for the present at lesst. 





In despetch 106 100g, ahtea October S1, 1929, it 
was reported that the garrisons hud been withdrawn from 
the border forts of Salman ani Bessyah. Subsequent 
inquiries have revealed the fact that while detachment | 
of the Iraq army which formerly garrisoned those forts 
had been removed, their places nad been taken by 
detachments of the Iraq police. It is quite ,ossible, 
although no definite infomation on this subject hes 

as yet been obtained, that this move was made out of 
regard\ Ton Saud's feelings as he might be expected to 
view with lese antagonism police rather than army forces 
near the frontier of Beja. 


u% have the honor to be, Sgir, 
— Your obedient servant, 


Alexander kK. Sloan, 
american Consul. 
File Nos 800. 
4X3/JNCs . 
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| Wop (pes 
I have the honor to refer to despatch Now 18,/ dated 


February 3, 1930, concerning the conference between King 
Ibn Saud of Nejad and King Faisal of twee and especially 
to that paragraph in which it is stated that British 
officials handed Faisal ed Dawish over to King Ibn Saud 
upon the latter's ‘promise that his life would not be 
taken, and to report that it ig rumored that resol 
Dawish is dead, 


APR 23 1930 


Certain oiiicers (British) of the Royal Air Force 


= 
to 


who went to the southern border at the time of the capture 
of Faisal ed Dawish, as »reported in despatch No A Aol 


January 10, 1920, returned to Baghdad some weeks ago. 
Shortly after their return, Arabic pepers printed a rumor 

to the effect that Faisal ed Dawish had died of dysentery 

@ aay or so after he hed reached King Ibn Saud's encampment, 
but the truth of this rumor was later denied by other papers 
of Baghdad. A few days ago ur. WeR. Moir, an Englishmen who 
is the manager of the Basrah branch of MacAndrews and 
Porbes Company, an d4merican firm, called upon me and in 
answer to a question es to the whereabouts of Paisal ed 
Dawish stated that tribal followers of ing Ibn Saud who . 
had journeyed from theix camp to Basrah had brought the 


information 
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information that he had died of dysentery two daye 
aftes he had been turned dver by the drt tisn. 

Ae Mr, Moir has been many years in Iraq end knows 
conditions and people, and as he seemed to have uo doubt ‘ 
that Faisal ed Dawish was dead, I decided to get some 
information from some of the Royal Air Force officers 
who, had been stationed on the southern border, I was 
informed that certain of these officers had slipped over 
the frontiers, had visited King Ibn Seud's camp and had 
there been informed that a dey or so after Faisel ed Dawish 
hed reached thet camp he had been handed a cup of poisoned 
coffee. I. am informed that all these officers are 
none hate’ of the truth of the report they heard in King 
a Seud's camp. 

I have been informed by americans, Britieh and Iraqis 
thet when an dreb chieftain gives “dakhala" or protection 
to hig enemy, he can not violate his pledge and that 
consequently if Faisal ed Dewish was poisoned, it could 
not have been by the order or with the connivance of King 
Ibn Saud, However, a promise of "dakhele" given by Ibn 
Saud does not bind his followers, 

Whether Faisal ed Dawish is dead or alive can not be 
stated, nor if dead, whether he died from being poisoned 
or from dysentery. However, many people believe thet he 
is dead, and this belief is strengthened by the fact that 
no news of him has been received in Iraq since he was 
handed over to King Ibn Saud. 


I have the honor to be, sir, 


Your (Men servant, 4 


vf : exander K, Sloan, 


gre ope — 
1104800. 







DIVISION OF 
Lak EASTERN AFFAIRS | 










E " = CHECK ele 
THE SECRET STA To “he a =e 
copy gran ere in U, "8, as ie 
gorse (Ng 13-30 
SIR: yo pdom pis. 





0 oe 


I have the honor to forward herewith as 


of some interest to the Department a transla- 


tion of & report whic: appeared in the "Um el 
Kora," @ Mecea newspaper, on May 5, 1930, ofa 
speech ef Ibn Seoul at one of the banqets 
offered to him by His people upon his retwn 
from his campaign ageinst the recently rebel- 
lious elements of his kingdom lei by Feisal £1 
Dweish, : | 
‘fhe newspaper was forwarded to this 
Consulate General by the Consulate General's 
dragoman (a Ghristien Syrian) at Demascus, with 
the observation that the King’s speech demon- 
strates that the Arabs,in their outlook upon the 
world mmf its affairs, have not progressed from 
where they were thirteen centuries ago, ‘The 
speech has the tone of public utterances of 


Mohammedan 








il 





G8 11.3 


Mohammeden leaders of the past, declaring the 
superiority anf perfection of the Islemio creed ani 
preaching Mohammedan fraternity ani hatred of the 
Buropean, ani infeed it displays no modern viewpoint. 
-It 48 the sort of speech, however, thet Ibn Saoul 
might have been expected to make to the fanatically 
religous population inhabiting his lani, upon his 
return from putting down a revolt in his kingiom. 

I have enfeavored to ascertain Syrian Mohammedan 
opinion of Ibn Saoul, who seems to be the most pro- 
minent figure tolay in the Mohammedan world, with the 
thought thet the Syrians, along with the other Arabs, 
might some day Look toward him as a lesder who could 
unite and hold them together in their growing oppesi- 
tion to Western intervention in their affairs. I 
would gather, however, that while Ibn Saoud is greatly 
admired by the Syrian Moslems because of his political 
successes and autocratic position, the ‘puritanism of 
his religious creed and that of his followers and the 
Syrian fe@ling of superiority to the "desert" Arabs 
are factors whic, for the time being, discourage a 
rapprochemext . | 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient t, 
= L. Brandt, 


aisle ean Consul. 


| conan of report of ech 
ee mate by Thm Sao published in 
| a ee OF eee an ae 


p> 
We Original ani four copies to Department. 


“ copy to American Embassy, Paris. 
ku Oue eapy to American Eubasey, Tstenta2. 
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(Rnolosare to Qeapaten woe? ® of George L. BLAM 930 
American Consul at Beimt, Syria, datea ! 
entitled "Mecca newspaper clipping of speech of 
Ibn Seoul .*) 


(2renelation) 


Speech of His Majesty the Great King 
ing the et at Mecca 


I thank God who made possible these great meetings 
of many benefits, They are really important meetings 
of which we are in great need at all times. The ob ject 
of them is not the food m4 decorations. Such thoughts 
ado not concern us. The important thing is to discuss 
what will elevate the dogma of the unity of Goi, the 
one and only God, md will call for sincerity in 
Sasee altiuan = great God. This is the high aim of 
these meet 


God, may His power be great, is wise. He gave 
meny benefits as aresult of these meetings in His holy 
house at Mecca, the most important of which is sincerity 
in worshipping God on this most sacred ground, where He 
made His house, and sent His prophet from the best tribe 
in this lami. God esteems most highly the pious. In 
Islam no drab was superior to another except by virtue 
of his piety. An Arab is not better than an alien. 
except in being a Moslem. The pride and greatness of 
the Arabs is Islam and Mohammed (prayers and the peace 
of Ged on him). The beloved by God is the pious ani 
religious. The most honored by God is the most 
religious. God inspired His prophet Mohammed with the 
best of books. He commanied us to believe this book 
end His prophet. This is our great glory. 


The object of this bg 3 is to uplift the name 
of Islam and to act according to its name which means 
resignation to the great Goi ani obedience to Him and 
belief in His book end prophet. 


The principles of Islam are built on the book of 
God and the laws of His prophet, ani the acts of the 
great Khalifs and what was agreed upon by the disciples 
and later by the four expounders of the law. This we 
consider right and from it we do not deviate. 


Another object of this meeting is to know each 
other ani to become acquainted. May God help us to 
serve religion and spread its truths. In this, and 
this alone, we gain success anf honor in this world 
and in the world to come. Have faith that God helps 
him who works and struggles for this. 


of 


Of the questions on which we should wark in this 
regard the one that is considered the most important 
as a service to ow religion is purifying Islam of 
the impurities of traditions which have attached them- 
selves to it, of which it is innocent, bt which were ~ 
fastened to it by those whose object was selfish gains. 


This meeting is to fom acqaintances. It is 
through the unity of Islam that we can best come to 
know each other. Our duty is to hold fast to its 
teachings and to live according to its commands in 
order to be victorious in this world and the next. 


God, may He be praised, left nothing either great 
or small unmentioned in His book. They say "Liberty" 
and claim it as a Europea idea. The truth is that 
our Koran has taught complete liberty guaranteeing the 
rights of all people. It teanght fraternity and 
equality such as no nation has yet dreamt of. He made 
the small am great,the strong and weak, the rich and 
poor, brothers and equal. They say European civiliza- 
tion is the highest aim. This is false imagination as 
God gave us the best of everything. The most beloved 
things to us are sincerity in action, and good will. 
Sincerity in action is our greatest weapon. Therefore, 
we must obey God with sincerity. 


I do not glory in royal titles nor in royal 
magnificence. I em not infatuated with titles. I do 
not run after them, but I glory in the Mohammedan 
religion and am proud that we are missionaries for the 
unity of God end the spread of His religion. The most 
beloved task to us is to work in this way. Every time 
we accomplish anything in this regard, even the smallest 
thing, we feel satisfied and tranqil. We feel that 
we have a glory more wonderful than royalty and its 
magnificence. We are calling for religion with tradi- 
tions and for unity indivisible. God commanded us to 
look into every matter in our lives ami to try our 
best to preserve our existence. God commanis us to be 
strong. The world is not all the sam. If we stuiy 
the conditions in Burope, we find that the Europeans 
have fortified themselves with iron and electricity, 
but we seek the protection of God alone. He who seeks 
God's protection is helped. We call for faith in the 
great God, His prophet, His book end the rules of His 
prophet. We call for it with all our power, secretly 
and publicly, without hypocrigy or deceit. 


What is astonishing about journalists is that 
whenever they enter an argument with Europeans, they 
are at their best. They are lenient, am their 
criticisms are kindly. But when they argue with 
Mohammedans, their method is changed and they argue 
with deceit and lies, and they criticize unjustly and 
harshly. 


An Englishman 


An Englishman came to a Bedouin of Irek during 
the World War and said to him: “I will give you 
one guinea if you kill this dog." The Bedouin 
killed the @og. He said to him: "J will give you 
two guineas if you skin it." He skimmed it. Then 
he said to him: "I will give you’ three guineas if 
you eat its meat." The Bedouin ate the dog. after 
thet the Englishman said: "This is how we have 
Conquered you, 0! Arabs!" 


This is a bitter painful fact. We Moslems 
should acknowledge that we do not love each other, 
but we intrigue against cach other even in face of 
an enemy. We are not ashamed to do it. You do not 
find unity among Moslems binfing them together, or 
friemiship to keep the enemy away. King is enemy to. 
king; merchant, to merchant. 


I was brought up in the desert. I can not 
embeDish my speesh. I know the truth naked from all 
adornment. Our glory and power is in Islam. I care 
not for riches or wealth. My whole concern is to 
elevate the word of Moslems ani their religion. We 
will continue in our method, I and my descendants, 
for ever. We will not deviate from it a hair's 
breadth. We beseech Goi for success. 


‘ 
Ss 


From "Um el Kora" of Mecea, 
of May 5, 1930. 


Trenslator: AG 
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TO NAME 11187 ere 
“REGARDINGr discounting rumors that Ibn Saud is planning to take 


DOCUMENT FILE 


military action to annex the Yemen. 
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in question; and I have sines kept tn sind the Deperteen t's 
mpressed desire that 1 eammmieate te it any iniferse ste: 
whieh I might be able to obtain regarding the character 
and gebent ef American enmereiel intereste, agten! a9 
Weld 0s potential, tn the Ragnse 

Ghertly after the reesipt of the inetruetion ender 
ae ebgueents rs Belgh Ohewter ough, Anerkean sarteretl i+ 
Twade Cemsisetoner fer the Hear Met ( since appointed 
Anoietant Commereisl Attnehé at this post ) anderdrck en 
extensive tour af the prinedpal sutowotive mrkots ei t- 
ented in the cutlying veghens of hie “Cigtriet”. this pro- 
jeeted tour wag te inslude « wieit to Jid@ah, Mr. Shee- 
Wreugh, as the Depertnent fe ne doubt eware, bee bed 0 
very considerable experiense in the fear Bast beth ac © 
forser seuber af the Consular Servies, as the representative 
af various Aserieon poatoer trade venteres and tn nis 
present supseity as « ropresmtative of the Departmen’: 
ef Cemmbres. Be is interested in the polities] ae well as 
the ommereial sapect of current dewalepemts in the Hesr 
and Wdéle Beat and is, I believe, seth careful ané dia- 
erisinating, if not empeditiows in his investigatiens. 

Prior tw tir. hestrough*s departure, therefore, i 
had hin read enrefully the Legetien's file on the question 
of the reeegel tien of the Hejas, and I requested partie 
ularly thet he prepare for ma, for treneniasion te the 
Sepertmant, © report esbedying say information uhich he 
mh got be able to obtain whkle et Jiddah regurding sotmi 
and potential (ueriean semeredal interests in the Bejan. 
thertly after his return te Gale he wae obliged t go vo 
Belret on official beviness. It was, therefore, amily in 

Ce seseee 


Sal 


the latter place that be prepared the requneted rapport. 

Teia report, qe seples ef ehieh ure mmelesed her e~ 
with, ie in the fers of « lebter te ue, Genling in 0 
gmereal way with the eubjest in questicn; and with it 
ere enclosed copies of certain listed reperts unde ty 
him te the Burenn of Forsign and Domestio Gumeree. 1 
regret that the enclesed eurten aepies of the repart are, 
though act Aliegitie, Lerdly each as I choulé hove desired, 
I have net, however, thought that the Depertuent would 
Wigh thie office te resepy its fifty~tre pages ef single 
eqeced tye; ner hewe T hed sopled fer trensalesion te 
ie Department the 6,500 werd article writte: Wy wre. 
Gheshroagh end referred to in the third poragrgh of Mr. 
Sectrough's severing repert te we. I de not melews si ther 
he lnot tee enclosures of his covering report, 1. 6. these 
dling with the applienticn of Magawn Abde fer appoistnernt: 
ae Anerlenn genmuler rapresentnciee at didduh, for ¢ ann~ 
net twagine the Bepertment viewing with Sawer aay propos) 
fer the aypeintnent ef 0 foreiguer as “honorary” Anericon 
represeatetive i the Bajes. 

itr, Gheabrengh's priselgel siolomera, Bheagh inelwding 
@hecunsion of 2 large wmber of mtters of greater interest 
$e the theron of foreign end Dessetio Seemerer wan te the: 
Daperteert, tinelwies in the agprepiate places and Le sppre- 
priste detai) the inferwation requested by the begs risent’s 
inetrestion in queetion. After presenting briefly sertain 
introtwetery eatertial on the rest history, geography «ul 
plysicn] chertstoriwties of the eoomtry, be disemess the 
“eeeral Iuperte sad Ryerte” ef the Hages and the “Anc~ 
feos there ef Iyports". the following sestien dealing with 

"Metiented oo.cce 


aie 


“Mtbineted Goverment Rew” will prosally grave of 
ieterert, o0 0811 the sepeupenying etetbaidert tables. 
@ne of Chase letter, entitiel “Invbet in the Hajua fer the 
tetlewing tmowlens, Fredeete eek pot lebewased or thet 
my be Resvenged ond Brtdentes fer Piret Yeer*s Dasiness", 
ie & weetintien] ecopliction af tipurse raletive t Ye 
unre ot dikinh fer thierhen: eummeditien man of ehink ts 
digwusne tndividediy kn the wedy of the rapert. Bo 
figures ect lested ac te the pligrie traffic alee are the 
sont complete whieh 2 ewe game Pur Yee gees vend mercer 
eeteors: tel will preswebly be feend of gases) Labwreet. 

es ommebeding thie Wriet ommeat am te. Shedeough’s 
report, I desive to nentien one meher, of 6 pelitiend 
watere, which my quune the Departnant, ce it 664 a0, 
oene surpriem, 1 refer w the stntenent, ande in the first 
yipagragh a page Gre of Ma covering Letear to ma, that 
“fee Heed ie snowing ores ond meeeni tien, and wer sypplice 
wth the ifem of amnaning the Yenm to bie Goniaiens*. 1 
ewe whee epelyed gartlewariy of Br, Geevlereagh bie 
sutherity for this etetemmt. Bis reply wes te the affect 
thet the otatenest wes beeed, firet, on gmeral runer st 
diabek, tering, bla wielt, end, semad, a ¢ reiteretion 
hherest pessived from 4 Bee Grom, Denlasee Deeger ot 
Gidind ter We. We. dom Pedthy, ite when be bed teliced 
a aene length om the coenaien of «4 shert velit which Ww. 
yee, hel wade to Tigerh aed enethe 

Sitheugs { luo of ee peer a definite foot shich 
weld «lites sendin or were denkal Ber mack & wiexten 
mt, 1 wet bab bekiows, Gren the genera) tapreseion 


ZT deme cvcsecs 


— 


2 have gained whhle tm Rgyyt of Ming Ban Sunde pelig, 
that the reny in question bas but Little if any serious 
feuniatien, I an the mere cowwlneed in this belief when 
3 vegall a engwal ctatencnt unde leet apring Wy the Hejus Agent 
fm Gnire, when eget by Mr. Undewerth as te the posst- 
WAlity ef Hegne-Paem freatior dslisitetion, that the 
qucotion wae net really one of say pertioular or imeediate 
faterest te his Government: I exmmet but think screever, 
that King Thu Sead, though taking © most eptinistis view 
of bis strength at hane as 0 resubt of his successful 
eperetions against Gesident tribesmen, would hardly con- 
otter hie Geoert Aved levies certain of euscese in any 
extensive mi iitery setion agetvet the hardy onmnbedn 
trhdesnen of Yanan tm the letter's - and te his am trecpe 
magenabened + bervein. And, withest « fecling of sertuinty 
an te the msceusial catecne of oush om soten, I whamet 
believe thet Ten dead wwsld japperdiue the capetetion for 
@wrengt <s6 leadership whieh he bac ballt wp anemget hie 
cm qonSahesated tribennen ey the grodehll which ble poltey 
ef pochfiestion, piblie seourity sad progress ime wngméer od 
aapmagat Esreige vathone, 

K have the hener to be, Sir, 

Your chetient servant, 
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NOTE 
ewe .790f,900/23 _. FOR ___.. SC en | g i 
FROM .... Baghdad (... Showa... ) DATED __Teb.3..1930.. ° B | 
TO NAME 1-187 ave 8 Ei 
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Handing over by the British of Faisal Ed Dawish and other 
captives to King Ibn Saud. 
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NOTE 
oO 
© 
~4 
see....867n-912/64 000 FOR ........ Report. #309000... : 
FROM ....Jerusalem (_.... Simon... ) DATED ....June.18,..1931.__. fe. 
TO NAME 1—1173 eve so 


REGARDING: 


Order issued by Emir Abdullah of Transjordan and Ibn Saud of 
the Hejaz and Nejd calling for a cessation of tribal feuds. 


Wi 


~lo= 


I de ~— order you to cdisseminiute tlis order 
qnomgst the tribes in your area with the least possible 
delay and to infern them that His Majesty Ibn saud has 
geday jase! 5 Similer proolumation. 

| ( ig 6; 


\bdullah. 
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ALG). enclose a memorandum entitled 


"Politics of the i ee which was prepared by 
Mr. Jacob B. Simon, the Interpreter of the office, after 


his recent visit to the ‘JJadi Sirhan in Northern Nejd. 
It is believed that the infomation given in this 


memorandum will be found of interest to t::e Department. 
ir. Simon's sources of information were Sultan Fasha 
Alatrash, a number of Bedouin Sheikhs, and other reliable 


and strictly confidential sources. 


Mr. Simon has prepared another memorandum on mare or 


HIE6l- g§ 100 


less the same subject which will be transmitted as soon as 
[ time can be found to type it. 
vs Respectfully yours, 
ie Ao Tees 
ra : 


P. Knabenshue, 
Consul General. 
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*** * 
Wadi Sirhan begins at the place in the Syrian Desert 
where the heights of the Hauran pass into Northern Arabia 
or Arabia Petrea. It is one of the largest streams in that 
region and is the natural line of communication between 
Nerthern Arabia and the Syrian Desert. The salty nature of 
the ground seems to show that this region was formerly the 
bed of a sea lying between the two higher deserts. It is 
one of the few districts the oases of which provide susten- 
ence for the Bedouin and his flocks during the difficult summer 
@eeason of Eastern Transjorden end of the Southern Syrian Desert. 
The desire for contrel of the Wadi, for both economic and 
strategic reasons, has been a continual cause of wars between 
the stronger tribes of Syria and Northern Arabia, particularly 
between the Rualla, one branch of the Aneyza, the biggest tribe 
in Northern Aredia and the Syrian Desert and one of the biggest 
in all Arabia, and the Shommer Tribe, its hereditary foes. 
Control of the Jenf alemar cases, the southernmost point of the 
Wadi, the northern point of which is Alezrak in Basterm Trans-~ 
jordan, was an eternal bone of contention between them. The 
tribal war became a serious feud between the Shaalen family, 
whe rule the Rualle and the Ibn Rashid femily of the Shomer 
till the latter were destroyed by Ibn Saud. In 1911 Neuri 
ibm Shaalan, sheikh ofthe Rualia, succeeded in taking Jeuf 
alamer from the ibn Rashids anf for some years remained in sole 
centrel of the Wedi, But after Ibn Samé had reduced Shomer 
he tecaptured Jeuf alemar, thereby teking the contral of the / 
- as Wadi 
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out of Ibn Shaalen’s hands, 

For a long time it was part of the British plens 
to join Jeuf to Trans jordan end use it for the Haifa- 
Bagdad railway. The subsequent plans were prepared only 
after the late Sir Gilbert Clayton feund it impossible 
to persufde Ibn Maud to give up Jauf; it was only then 


nr 
y } / nA k thet the British decided that the railway should pass 
‘thyough Aleazrak. Instead of controlling the entire 


Wadi they had to content themselves with only the northern 
mouth. The present boundary between Transjordan and Nejad 
starts on 31 25° North latitude and goes on a straight line 
to the intersection of 36 East Meridian with 30 North Lati- 
tude. It then fellows 5S Meridian to its intersection 
with 29 S5' N.L. 

When work sterted on the realization of the plans 
for pipe-lines and railway, it affeeted those places on 
the borders of Iveq; Nejad end Transjordan through which the 
railway end pipelines will pass. The direction of astiv- 
ities in this region was entrusted to Captain Glyubb, who 
is reeBoned as one of the greatest authorities in respect 
to the Bedouins end the desert. Before his arrival in 
Trans jordan be had spent several years in Iraq where he 
had been a very close friend ani diligent pupil of the late 
Gertrude Bell, the well-knowmm British orientalist, Glubb 
took part in Clayton's mission to Ibn Seud and evinced 
complete femiliarity with Arabia, its tribes and borders. 
His arrival in Tremsjordan was announced by the Arabic 
press under the following heedline; “The younger Lawrence 


in Arabian Lands."Immediately he arrived he set about creat</ 
ing 


Se 

dng a Bedouin legion, which as yet numbers only a few 
hundred. The legion is somewhat similar to the French 
Foreign Legion, and is composed entirely of Bedouin fron 
the Nejd end Hedjaz whe fled their countries efter various 
misdeeds of the nature of murder and robbery. A large 
number of them are professionel soldiers, many having al~ 
ready fought both for end against Ibn Saud, Local Bedouins 
are not accepted in this Legion, ‘whieh is excellently armed 
and has first-class “daluls" (racing dommedaries). Theweges 
reeeived by members of the legion are higher than those re~ 
eeived by any other class of soldiers in Transjordm, 

Glubb, whom the Arabs call Abu Knek or as the Bedouins 
pronounce it Abu Mnetch (father of the throat," on account of 
a visible sear) lives the life of the Bedouin. He dresses 1s 
@ Bedouin, hes a tent, camels and sheep moving fram place 
to place and pasturing with the Besenin herds; his speech 
is that of a son of the desert born and bred. These facts 
heave made him very populer among the tribes, 

Not only does he know the whole of inter-#m@ibal pol- 
itios; but Be is also femiliar with the relationships of the 
sheikhs within the tribes. This aids him greatly in the real~ 
ization of his purpose--~control of the desert through which 
the pipelifes and reilway lines must pass. His work is pol- 
itical and his legion gives him an obvious authority which 
enables Him to be prepared for anything thet may heppens 
He has three moving vesieretetions keeping him in touch with 
the whole desert and with the central authorities in Jerusalem, 
The Air Force is at his service, and wateh is kept of the move~ 


ments of all tribes. Friendly tribes possess special signs for 


identification from the air. 
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In edition it seems thet the British are now preper~ 
ing to go forward with whet hes been their policy since the 
Gemarkation of Tbn Saud's bounderies --- the protection of 
the boundaries between Transjorden and Arabia more neytioulers 
ly at Wadi Sirhan which is open to any attacks from seubie. 

The Arab Press has announced the recent departure of meny 
workers from Amman for the Nejd borders in order to build a 
fortress in Bayir, which is southeast of the Hedjaz railway 
gna about 200 Km, NE. of Elat (Akabe). It seems that a chain 
of such forts will be built across the Syrian Desert linking 
Elet with the fruitful Wadi Hillel, thus holding Arabia where 
it meets Iraq and Transjordan. It is the purpose of these 
forts to protect the pipe and railway lines from all attack 
from Avabia. The British are apparently finding it nee- 
essary to follow the Roman example in this respect, andi 

thus we have history repeating itself in this region in this 
as in other respects. 

.fhe British coumenéed building these forts two years ago 
and were strongly opposed to Ibn Saud, who claimed that these 
forts would put an end to the Independence of Nejad and would 
be a continuous threat of atteck. At the time a general 
assembly of the Nejad tribes was held eat Riyadh, the capital, 
and passed resolutions protesting against the construction 
of the forts by the British, Tbn Saud wes present and under~ 
took tiimeke these resolutions forceful. The British stopped 
budlding and the matter was dropgéd, Pressure on Jbn Saud 
began in the outbreaks and revolts against him on tne Ne ja~ 
Iraq borders, the most serious of which was that of his former 
friend end ally Feysel Aldawihh. ‘This revolt forced Ibn saud/ 
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to realize +§St Englend is not accustomed to relinguish- 

ing its aims so lightly, and that the country's internal 
affairs demanded order et the fyontiers. The conquest of 
Aseix with the problems of establishing his authority there, 
forced Ibn Saud to accspt the continued building of the 
forte in a more philosophic way then previously. The work 
has been begun at the important strategie point of Bayir, 
which is also the headquarters of Glubbd and his legion, the 
purpese of which is te prevent a reeurrence of the storm with 
which the first attempt was greeted, two years ago, by Ibn 
Seud end his allies. The latest treaties between Iraq 

end Trensjordem on the one hand and Ibn Saud on the other 
have paved the way for these works, British gighemacy 

has this time succeeded. It has secured the positions 
which ensure the building of the pipe ‘Line ena railway 


from Haifa end Bagded without disturbance. 


And now suddenly eat a time of treaties and pesee 
conferences, when it seem@d as though the dove of peace 
itself ruled the desert once for all, clouds have begun 
to gather over Wedi Sirhan, Rualle Bedouins have attacked 
the Druges who live in the two villages of the Waai, Nebuk 
end Haditha, near Kiryet Maleh, which are in Ibn Saud's 
territory, 

Those Druzes who fled from Jebel Druze in 1926 
with their leader Sultan Pasha Alatresh after their defeat 


in their rev@lt against the French first found refuge in 


Alenpak, | But on account of thé Anglo-French treaty 
stipulating thet those undesirable to the one in its mendated 


Territery (Syria or Palestine), should not be permitted to q5 
ate t 
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take refuge in the M andeted Territory of the other, 

the British euthorities were compelled to shift the 
majority of the Druses, about 400 femilies, including 
Sulten Pashe Alatragh, from Alazrek to the above-mentioned 
villeges which are beyond the bounds of British Mendated 
territory. Here they were under the protection of Ibn 
Saud. | 








Nothing untoward occurred to them during their 
stey at Nebuk end Hedithe end they were always on 
friendly terms with the tribes. of the Wadi, which leokea 
on them as “dakhils" (under the proetection) of Ibn Saud. 
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The stay of the Druzes in the Wadi hes been marked 
by material difficulties. They are supported by their 
kinsfolk in America and live on their poor cattle and 
flocks, yet despite their situation they remain steadfast 
in their hatred of Frenee and in their resolve to see their 
country freed, to which end they had revo in 1925. The 
only one to have submitted to the French is Sultan Pasha‘'s 
brether Hassm Alatrash who was pardoned and now lives in 
Suweida the capital of Jebel Druze. The exiles all vilify 
him for his submission; but when account is taken of the 
collective devotion of this little group of people who call 
themselves “Muwahadin” ( e), every one of whom is pre- 
pered to lose his lif@ for his fellows, a doubt arises 
whether this submission is due to treachery on the part of 
Hassen Aletresh. It seems possible that the purpose may be 
to keep a representative of the Alatrash family on the spot 
so that no cther family may replace it, There may even be 
more daring schemes in the offing. Be that as it may, Hessen 
Alatrash is very closely watched by the French, and is little 
better off then a prisoner. 

The attack of the Rualla on the exiled Druzes in Wadi 
Sirhan was not simply for plunder, for there is very little 
thet the Rualles, wealthiest Bedouins in the Syrian Desert, can 
hepe to gain from the impoverished exiles. The attack was 
directed against the Druzes themselves, who, during their 
revolt suffered more then once from this tribe, which pleys 
@ part all its ow on the polities of the Syrian desert, 
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Reception of guests among the Druze in 
Wadi Sirhen, (Feat ur Sukten Alitrabh, 
his brother, the Druze Sheikhs and the 
Consulate General's Interpreter, in the 
Royal tent.). 


The Aneyga_ tribe has many branches (Ashair). Of these 
the most importent are: Amarat, in Southern Mesopotamia; 
Fidgm, on the Euphrates near Deir Ez Sor; Sbaa, near Tadmor 
(Palmyra); and Ruallea, near Damascus ani in the South East 
of the Syrian Desert. The supreme sheikh of the Aneyza 
is Ibn-Ghazal who:.is also chief of the Amarat branch; all the 
other sheikhs of the tribe pay him tribute. The chief of 
the Rualla, Nuri ibn Shalen is a man without mercy or scruples; 
very ambitious and desirous of power, honor and wealth, who 
flinches from nothing to attain his ends and killed one brother 


with his own hands and ordered the death of another when they 
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were suspected of plotting against him; he could not 
bear the presence of a higher power in the tribe, and 
his disputes with Ibn Ghazel and the other sheikhs on 
the side of the latter beceme very serious after the 
War when political issues begen to complicate private 
quarrels. 

The end of the War sew the Syrian Desert becom a 
cauldron, It has hed singuler strategic importance since 
the beginning of history. The German 4 Max von 
Oppenheim ascribes to it the same position in thy ancient 
world as the connecting link between Arabia, Mesoptemia, 
Syria and Palestine, as nas been held by the Suez Canal in 
respect to East and West. After many centuries Weatern 
influence has again become dominent in the Arab oounte ies; 
and, in consequence of the rapid means of communication 
afforded by the automobile and aeroplane, and now the proposed 
railway, the Syrian Desert is omee more resuming its position 
of importance. In this day, control of the desert means 
control of the most important trade routes in the Near East. 
It is impossible to delimit the desert by definite frontiers, 
while the maintenance of an army all around it is beyond 
the powers of any state. The subjugation of the tribes 
therefore beceme the main purpose of British and French 
poliey, in order to strengthen their hold on the desert. 

Ibn Ghazal, whe spends more time in fpagana than in 
the desert and who is honored wy Feisal and the British 
Commissioner, hes supported the Brifish ever since their/ 

| arrival 
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arrival in Iraq, and his influence can be felt throughout 

the tribe, even where it is on French territory; this sup- 
port of Britain became evident to all. Nuri ibn Shaalan ‘ 
saw in this a good opportunity for increasing his own pol- 
itical prestige, which he could not do under ibn Ghazal, 

And so the Rualla broke away from the rest of the tribe and 
has openly set itself on the side of the French in every 
dispute with the British since the acttal delimitation of 
the Sykes-Picot frontier. France did not disappoint Nuri 
whose prestige has steadily risen. Marks of honor, a 
palace in Demascus and pletiful wealth have all come into 
his hands. He also served his allies faithfully at the time 
of the Druze revolt, when he carried out all manner of offic- 
ial and unofficial operations on their behalf. But his foes 
aida not remain idle. A coalition was formed of most of the 
tribes in Syria, particularly of the Aneyza branches Sbaa 
and Fidd@an end including large tribes such as the Mawali 

end Haddin, which began to press upon the Rualla. Battles 
would be fought from time te time in which the Rualla cou 
not withstand the united front of the others, and in which 
nothing but the aeroplengs and armored cars of the French 
saved the tribe from en overwhelming defeat. There was such 
a fight near Palmyra in 1926, and dozens of Bedouins fell 

on both sides. Things became so serious that in the Spring 
of 1950 the Rualla had no place Eeft for pasturage in the 
Yorthwest of the Hemad (the interior of the Syrian Desert), 
which had formerly bem considered its om country. Nuri 
ibn Shaalen then sent messengers to Ib Saud asking him for a 
refuge and pasturacge for his tribe. France was unable to 
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help him, as fresh disturbances were undesirable after 
the country had been calmed following the revolts of 
1925-1926, despite the fact that the fall of Rualla ment 
a considerable fall of French prestige in the desert. 
The British, .owever triumphed. But the joint interests 
of France and Britain in the pipe and railway lines now 
make them equally concerned in establishing peace through= 
out the desert, and so the situation has changed during 
the past year. 

The Ruallea have suddenly reappeared, and this time 
as an attacking force. Why should they suddenly fall 
on the Druze exiles ? In what way have these suddenly 
becom a danger to the Rualla and those behind the Rualla? 
Why this sudden discord in the harmony of peace that the 
British and French are endeavoring to maintain? Syrian 
groups have been profoundly disturbed and the Press demands 
an investigation of this unwarranted assault to find out 


who and what is behind it. 
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The paths of daplomacy are intricate and hazy. 
On the one hand the necessity for quieting the desert; 
on the other, such incidents as the one described. 
Doubtless, time will show the muwaited, though perhaps, 
to the outsider, unexpected developments, of what has 
only just begun at Wadi Sirhen. 
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FROM ..........Adm (Walmsley) patep July 20, 1932 
TO NAME 11137 


NG: 
—— Internal political aspect of Hajasz. 


Quotes an official notice from the UL~ 
EL-QURA, Mecca, which demonstrates the fact 


that the Goverment is combating every semblance 
of disloyalty to the regime. 
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AMERICAN CONSULATE 
afen, ivabia, July 20, 1932. 


GOMYILERT IAL 
SUBJECT: The Hedjesi border disturbance and the 
inmtemmel political asp cet. 


THE HONORABLE 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
WASHING TON 
SIR: 


I Rave the honor to refer to this Conmlaete’s despatches 
Nes. 67 and 74 of June 86 and July 12, 1938, citing articles 
from the UM-EL-(URA, Meeea, soneerning the invasion of 
Heéjezi territory elong the Transjoréan boréer, and to 
quete further from the same newspaper, issue of July 1, 10938: 


“Hed jas SF eS ee ee ees Se 
Yohemedens are _— to visit to their 
led fer oréereé by Almighty. fore 
is meant for two purposes, namely, he 
p of 4 im his hely lené and seking « 


eaten fas ted aol of Gener Sak Cae ei th 
the exception of these two purposes the Goverment 


$ in spread mong 
itente of the Hed ° sweh persone have 
veem considered not only the enemics the Hedjes 
but aleo the cnemies of Islem and of “Moslems for 


spreading 
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affair the Goverment would heve one believe, for the autheri- 
ties would certataly act heve arrested 19 persons in Jeddsh 
en@ Meccan for me ether reason theh thet they have an in- 
gemuous interest in polities. ‘ceret information received 
fvem a relichle authority is to the effect thet the Govern- 
ment ie ceubating vith the greatest seal every semblance of 
G@isleyalty to the regine. furthermore, Ibn Rafadeh pene- 
ee ee ee ee ee ee 
100,08 more). ‘the town of Bagql, mentioned in the second 
news Gospateh, ic on the north-south careven route ebout 30 
miles south of ,qabe. 

The Protectorate ceeretary (Colonial Offiee official) 
advised me in confidence teday that although he has no proof 
| @@ te whe ie Racking Ite Rafedeh, he suspests it may be pre- 
minest Tramsjerdan arabs, or Faiesl (sen of the late Sherif 
Busesin) himself with one eye closed, one of the immediate 
Gdjeots being the diversion of attention fron ssir, where 
the thiré son of the Geccased Sheikh Mohamed Iérisi, sitting 
without eutnority es tituler heed of the council of state 
(ectually wither the thumb of the viceroy at Seees), is 
euxious to regain his sutencny or inéepenéence, Although 
Aste te @ “dependency of the Kingdom, 1$ hae vith time be- 
come completely subjugated to Mecen, ané if enly autonony 
ie sought, it would be correlated with « movement to plece 
more frienfly persons in power in Mecen. Im fast, two of 
the crg¢eted persons appear te be of the same family es that 
of tue percone known te have gone just recently to Gizen 
(about iie@e" 5. anf 17° 5.) om the Red Sea const, with 
large ouns of money (one had in hie possession, so it is 
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Reapeetfully yours, 
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REGARDING: Revolt in Hedjas. 


Sheikh Hamad ibn Rafada, rebel leader in 
the Hedjas on way te Mecca with forces to fight 
King Ibn Sandi's forces. 

Belief by "CARMEL" on Arab newspaper, that 
Ton Ragdéda was fortified by external moral and 
material aid to wage a revolt against Imm Sand. 
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I have the honor to report that the official UM-EL-GURA 
in its issue of September 16, 1932, commemorating its ninth 


anniversary, reviews Hedjaz-Nejd history during the past 
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year in the following vein: 


"The Ninth Year 


"It 1s now the ninth year of UM-EL-QURA's existence. 
However, it is better to relate to our readers some~ 
thing of the events that have ocourred in the Holy 
Lend since the pilgrimage. 


"The Trip of H.H. Prince Faisal 7 


"The Government sent abroad a delegation hempded by 
H.H. Prince Faisal. They visited varioug capitals% 
with which we have political relations. The object 
of the trip was to cement friendly relations. The 
delegation consumed three months for the trip, and c# 
accomplished useful work during the journey.» § 


"Foreign Polioy 


"1, Diplomatic relations have been established between 
the Italian Government and the Government of His 
\\) , 


Majesty the King. Two treaties, one of friendship | 
and the other of commerce, have been concluded. 

"3. The Government has adhered to the ‘treaty of Paris; 
which is known as 'The Treaty rorbidding Wars of 
Aggression’. 


"4, The Government joined the arms holiday for a com- 
plete year beginning November, 19351 and ending © 


October 







"2. Amity treaties have been made with the Governments 
of Yemen, France, Syria, Lebanon, and Afghanistan. 
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October, 1932. 


"6, The Government accepted the invitation to attend 
the Disarmament Conference. It sent its Plenipoten- 
tiary Minister in London to represent it, and to | 
carry its Note concerning armaments in the country. | 


"6, The Government joined the International Office 
of Public Hygiene at Paris, having already adhered 
to the 1907 Health Treaty of Rome. 





"7, - The difficulties between the Yemen Government 
and ours were solved. 


"The Council of mietésstson 


"A council of this name was recently formed. Prince 
Faisal was made president. A statute was adopted. 
Members are responsible to H.M. the King for carry- 
ing out his policies towards the Powers, 


"The Ministry of the Interior 


"The Parquet was divided into two sections; one was 
annexed to the Council of Subministers, while the 
other remained as it was and was given the name of 
Ministry of the Interior. 


“ihe Privy Council 


“As the regular session of the Privy Council wes ad- 
journed, His Majesty ordered a new session. His 
Majesty opened the stat with a speech of wise and 
moral advice. 


"The Reorganizetion of the Finances 


"The conquest of the financial depression was the 
Government's most important problem. It reorganized 
the financial department in such a way as to garantee 
steady progress. It relied upon the internal income 
of the country. The revenues were divided into four 
parts; one for the salaries of the employees, one for 
debts; another for ourrent expenses and a fourth for 
extraordinary expenses. It subjected all financial 
questions to the general treasury. New systems were 
necessarily introduced. Proportional sums were cut 
from the budgets of all depertments......It promoted 
the Agency of rinance to a Mynistry, for which a 
special statute was drawn up....e. 


"Public Seourity 


"The ibn Rafadeah incident is the most important one to 
perplex the minds of the Arab and Islamic worlds in 
the eighth year. However, the man and his followers 
met a crushing defeat on the battle field. 


Care 
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"Gere of Pilgrims 

"Last year the Government paid special attention 

to the welfare of the pilgrims. the Privy Council 
was in charge, and did its utmost to make the 
pilgrims content. the Council enlisted the aid 
of the intelligent people of the country. Dis- 
counts were allowed of the prescribed customs dues. 
A special committee was directed by the council to 
publish a statement of suggestions and advice for 
pilgrims. In future, it will appear in the form 
of a booklet in all languages. It will be dis- 
tributed- free. eeeed 


"Health 


"The Government has already joined the international 
Hygienic Office at Paris, established by an inter- 
national agreement at Rome in 1907. The Director 
General of Health was recently appointed to represent 
the Government in the Office assemblies.......e. 


"Education 


"The Government saw the necessity of opening night 
schools. It depended upon the graduates of the 
Saoudi Islamic Institute to teach at night. ‘The 
schools are four in number, and are situated at 
the towns of Ma'la, safa, Harat al-Bab, and Al 
Matabida. In the last a new school was added and 
the classes have already met. — 


"Wireless and Post 


"By the current year the construction of wireless 
apparatus in eal thsa, Bareeda, Tabouk and al Akeer 
was already finished. A great wireless station 
at Mecca in the neighborhood of the High Palace at 
al Ma'tabida, with six kilo power, was installed. 


"Directions were isssued for posting parcels, for 
their inspection, for collection of dues thereon 
and for their delivery. 


"Postal money orders of India, Aden and Palestine 
are to be accepted, 


"The Census 


"The Government undertook to make. a general census 
of males in all of the towns of the Hedjaz and com- 
mittees were formed for the purpose. The head 
office is at Mecca. Committees have begun their 
work and are now about to finish. 


"agriculture 
"The Government deemed it necessary to help its 


people 


er 





peop le and encourage them in egriculture. It 
trongnt machinery which it distributed to farmers 
on the installment system. 


"Mater 

"A new well at Noman was opened........ 

"Improvements 

"The Government recommended the importation of toad 
graders. The Taif road was repaired. Some of the 
grades were PemPyes. . 

"The necessary écvknameinse were made to construct 
centers between Jeddah and Mecca for the sale of 
automobile spare parts. Well equipped rest places 

on the road were also recently made......" 

The statement under "The Reorganization of the Finances" 
regarding the Government's reliance on the internal income 
undoubtedly refers to the unsuccessful loan negociations 
which the Consulate has discussed in previous despatches. 
Further comments seem unnecessary. 


Respectfully yours, 


Ke Walmsley iad ne | 


‘American Vice Consul 
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Aden, Arabia, October 
CONFIDENT 


suansts The Press on the Hedjazi political situettiorn-. 


486 OFO ae 


East Press continues actively to discuss the Ibn Rafadah re- 


volt and other subjects related to the politics of Ibn Saud's 
country. 
ibn Hafadah 

The newspapers in Egypt, Palestine and Syria, it is 
understood, have been publishing reports and rumors that Ibn 
Rafadah, announced by the Mecca Government to have been killed 
in action on July 30, 1932, was still alive and undefeated. 
In iden, the opinion is that Kafadeh was undoubtedly killed,§ 
but that some of his followers probably escaped and were try 
ing to cross the frontier. the British and the trans jordan 
Governments, and ex-King Ali, who is, or was until recently, 
the guest of his brother Abdulla at Amman, have come in for 
their share of the criticism. The official UM-EL-QURa it- 
self, invoking'God and His Prophets as witnesses, has dis- 
played most unbecoming excitement over a matter which it 
attempts at great and stentorian length to minimize. The 
local British authorities state that they believe that the 
Ibn Rafadeh incident may be considered as closed. 

The 





The September, 1952 issue of the ORIENTE MODERNO, Rome, 
voices the confusion and uncertainty that has confronted 
observers in the last tw months: 


“Arabia- The Arabian situation has unexpectedly be- 
come complicated. Ibn Rafadah, aided, it appears, 
by arms and monies from Transjordan, incited the 
rebellion against Ibn Saud and, having gathered a 
following of Bedouin, attempted to develop a move- 
ment against the Nejd and the Hedjaz. The Wahhabite 
reaction was prompt and violent and extremely 
sanguinary. Ibn Rafadah was routed and slain in the 
Daba territory, but the rebellioms movement was not 
completely dominated, despite the fact that Ibn 
Saud announced that calm had returned to the country, 
and at the same time effected police round-ups in 
the Hedjaz and various deportations and arrests of 
suspected accomplices at Jeddah. It is therefore 
evident that Ibn Saud does not intend to stop and, 
having compheted a considerable concentration of 
troops, is aiming at assailing Tran@jordan from 
Shemmer and the west, whence there is a threat on 
the Sinai Peninsula, towards Aqaba. The English 
have busied themselves with this region. A con- 
siderable concentration of troops and war material 
have been effected by the British authorities to 
defend Aqaba, occupying the fort at Bir-as-Seb and 
the military post at Maan. It appears that the 
Wahhabites had advanced towards Transjordan, were 
repulsed by combined British and Transjordan 
forces, and that there was an encounter between 
British and Nejdi Mehari forces south of Bir~as-Seb. 
Information is, however, con tradictory. The very 
death of Ibn Rafadah is denied. Some would have 
us believe that he is continuing with success the 
rebellious operation and that Transjordan continues 
to aid and abet him or, at least, to block the 
frontiers to be prepared for any eventuality. On 
the Wahhabite side the ex-king of the Hedjaz, Ali, 
brother and guest of the Amir of Transjordan, is 
accused of directing the movement from Amman, with 
the intention of recovering the Hedjazi Throne. 
According to other voices the Wahhabite movement 
aims purely at anti-British action, and that there- 
fore all Arabia will soon be in fleme. It is 
diffioult at present to check the information, 
which is contradictory and unreliable. 


Agaba 
The same issue of theSRIENTE MODERNO statés the follow- 
ing in regard to Aqaba: 

"The woe pcre Because of Ibn Rafadeh's re- 
volt in the Hedjaz and of the precautionary measures 
taken along the Transjordan boundary, there has 
been much talk about Agaba, which in 1925 was 
detached from the Hedjaz ahd annexed to Trans jordan, 


The 


"The correspondent of AL~AHRAM of Jaffa, on August 
i. confirmed that British militery authorities 
strengthening the fortifications between Bir 
as-Seb and Aqaba and not building new ones; in 
the vicinity of Agaba two new guard posts had 
been placed at Ain Weiba and at Ain Deifa; the 
latter is 270 kilometers from Bir as-Seb (AL 

AHRAM, August 13, 1952) 

"During Ibn Saud's revolt, in July, the rumor 
circulated that the British were going to takeii 
the direct possession of Aqaba in substitution of 
the Transjordan administration. 

“The same correspondent of the AL AHRAM of Jeffa, on 

t 4, assures that the English have tightened 
their possession of Aqaba under the pretext of pre- 
venting communication with Ibn Rafadeh; Aqaba has 
for some time had great importance ‘as the key of 
the Arabian Peninsula and guardian of the Suez 
Canal.’ It is true that at Aqaba there is a 
Transjordan guaimagam (sie) (at the moment Omar 
Bey el-Maani, successor of Asad Bey, constrained 
to resign for having consented to Ibn Rafadah's 
crossing the boundary and pauéing at Aqaba)...... 


"The Buglish are planning a big military station at 
Agaba.....* 


There is no reason to believe that a big military 
establishment is planned for Aqaba. a landing field, a 
small garrison to defend it, and an outpost or two, and the “~ 
occasional call of a Rea Sea sloop, are all that need be 
expected. 

As a sample of the recent language of the UM-EL-QURA, 
excerpts from the September 2, 1952 issue have been selected 
end are quoted in translation below: 

Under "The Abominations of Transjordan", ft states Vv 

",eeThe enemies of the Arabs, and the enemies of 

themselves as well are still persevering in doing 
wrong. It is wonderful how they invent nonsense. 
they think falsehood and slander heroic...... 


",eeeethey are speaking humbug, They are nothing 
but animals of the third class....." 


Change of Name of the Kingdom 
Much space has been given lately in the UM-EL-QURA 
to the change in name of the Government to the Arabian 
Saoudian 





| Seoudian Kingdom. Flowery prose hes flowd explaining how 
the Ibn Rafadeh incident helped orystallize public opinion 
in Hedjaz ehd Nejd in favor of greater centralization and 
unification of government functions to prevent the develop- 
ment of sectional patriotism and to foster the growth and 
development of a pious spirit of "Arabian" nationality 
under the generous shadow of the Saoudien family. His 
Majesty, "was deluged with petitions" to effect the unifica- 
tion, the firet step of which was the changing of the name. 
His Majesty graciously cocntéeune to the will of his beloved 
people. The September 30 issue of the UM-EL-QURA went into 





letadl in describing the meetings that were held 
throughout the country to celebrate the change of nam. 

It will be. interesting to learn what the royal succession 
provisions will be. probebly the most significant thing 
about the so-galled unification is the serious attempt of 
the Wahhabites to reduce the power of its opposition in the 
Hedjaz, ‘the recent troubles may have revealed the in- 
security of the Saoudian regime in the Hedjaz, and the 
Wahhabites have every intention of holding on to the country 
and to pilgrimage receipts. 

Pilgrims 

Concurrent with the unification plans the phans for 

the welfare of pilgrims have received considerable space 

in the Mecea paper. Pious Moslems are urged to make the 
pikgrimage, are furnished information about the facilities 
made available by the present Goveriment, are given various 
suggestions and instructions, and are promised a book, to 
be translated into every language of Islam, to guide them 
on the sacred voyage. the Consulate hopes to receive a 
copy of the "guide" as soon as it is published. 


Miscellaneous 


=$— 


Mi soe) eupus 
Various news items of interest which have appeared in 
the September 50 and Ootober 7, 1932 issues of UM-EL-QURA 
will be translated and forwarded as soon as time permits. 
Respectfully yours, 
p eee ge 


W. N. Walmsley jr. 
) American Vice Consul 
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Uprising in Asir against Ibn Saov 
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I have the honor to report that about twenty days ago 
Sayed Al Hassan Al Idrisi, nominally ruler of Asir under 
‘King lon Saoud, revolted against the Mecca Government. 
Hassan seized the Hafayer wells, which are Ghizan's water 
source, and cut the town's supply. ibn Saoud's force is 
reported locked in Ghizan, and the Imem Yehya's military 
commander in Hodeideh, anxious to leave His Holiness’ 
ill-requited service, is reputed to have offered his 
services to Hassan. A conference is said to have been 
arranged in Loheia to discuss terms. 

the revolt against Ibn Saoud is officially, at oh < 
@ protest of the ldrisi and Asir tribesmen against the © 
incorporation into the Arabian Saoudian Kingdom. Hassan 
probably foresees the eventuality of his services being 
completely dispensed with, and the tribesmen, who are a 
fairly wild lot, presumably have no desire to lose their 
identity in the united kingdom. 

yrom the British point of view, the important question 
is whether the imem has instigated the idrisi to revolt. 


In 
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In view of the offer of the services of his son Ahmed and 
15,000 men to Ibn Saoud during the Ibm Rafadeh revolt, and 
of the warm terms in which he congratuled his “brother" 
King Abdul Aziz on the achievement of Hedjazi-Nejdi unity, 
"precursor of ultimate Arabian unity", it seems improbable 
that the Imam is behind the new movement. Not mentioned 
by the British agents' reports to the xesidency is the 
despatch to the Imam by the Saoudian King of a representa- 
tive, due to arrive in Sana'a on November 7. The UM-EL- 
QURA of November 4, 1932 treats this item at great windy 
length. The article is headed "With the purpose of com- 
pleting the Unity of Arabian Countries----- New Efforts of 
His Majesty in the direction of the Ruler of the Yemen", 
After referring to the many works of His Majesty in the 
interest of unifying Arabia, and to the treaty concluded 
at the end of last year between the Yemen and the Hedjaz, 
the article states "Our King is now trying to negociate 
with H. M. the Imam” and "..eeee1t is necessary to secure 
firm and sincere cooperation and consolidation of all in- 
dependent countries, so that their.....rulers be united 
and make durable unification treaties." Then it states 
"It is for this purpose that our King Abdul Aziz follows 
his sublime policy (sic).......and has sent his representa- 
tive to Sana'a to deal with such matters," | 

To the writer it appears much more probable that 
King Ibn Saoud wishes to assure himself of the Imam's 
neutrality in the Asir affair. 

It is stated for the Department's information that 
Hassan al Idrisi is the brother of picturesque old Mohamed, 
former Asir ruler, now dead, and therefore the uncle of 

the 


the weakling who was exp heey his own people in 1926 


and went to live in Jedda or Mecca. 


Respectfully yours, 





7 v, 
W. N. Walmsiey jr. 
American Vice Consul 


File No. 800. 
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to this 
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he hgnor to refer 
No. 124 of OE 16, 1942 concerning the subversive move= 
ment of Sayed Al Hassan Al Ivurisi against King Ibn Saoud's 
authority in Asir, and to continue as follows: 

Ibn Saoud's forces, reinforced by contingents sent 
from the north both by sea anu overland, were reporied on 
Tuesday, November 29, to lave reguined practically complete 
control of Saoudian Asir. Today, upon the return from Kam=- 
aran of tie Auen Commandant of Police, the aavice was brought 
that the Idrisi hau recaptured Sabya, the Asir political cap- 


ital, ana the Hafayer weils yesterday ana were about to re- 


attack Ghizan. The Chief Commissioner and the Political 


g NYO. 


Secretary stete, however, thet they are uninclined to belivwve 


6h 


these latest advices. 

Local Arabs and the Residency,as well believe that Has= 
san was routed. The bazar rumor is that the Sayed sougit 
refuge among Saif-al-Islam Ahmed's forces, which have for 
several weeks been strenthening the Imam's frontier posts 
in the neighborhood of the revolt. In this connection 


J. o 


% 
reference is made to tye third paragraph of tne Consulate's 
Ls e/ 
aespatch No. 120 of 


/ 
ier 26, 19.2, recounting that 
Ahmed ana his soldiers haa gone to Nejran. Some informers 


here state that Hassan has sought asylum among the Bani Bishr, 


ae an 
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ome She 


' 1a to have remained nettral in the move~ 


as ‘are’ recounted as velow: 


‘Towards the end of october Hassan, with the support 
of the Bani Yam, the Masariha, the Marwan and the Rigal 
Ai Mat tribes, seized the Hafayer wells providing Ghizan's 
water, and about a week later captured Ghizan, shutting 
Ton Saoud's force under the Amir Fahd bin Zuaiyar in the 
‘Joeal fort. the force capitulated in about three days, 
but shortly thereafter Saoud's reinforcements, said to num= 
per over 15000, of which one-half came by water, recaptured 
@hizen on November 24 without bloodshed. Ibn Saoud's 
forces thence proceeded to Sabya and drove the subversive 
‘leader from his last strongliold. It is said that during 
the early part of the revolt Sayed Hassan sent 4 contin~ 
gent ‘to teke Kunfideh, where the Amir and Ahmed Fitini, 
the- erentk leader crushed 2 few years ago by the Imam 
‘Yerya, fell momentarily into the revels' hands. 

The causes of the movement are enumerated by British 
and Arab observers as follows: 

“h) the outright annexation of Asir by Ibn Saoud in 

ators in ¢o ‘travention of the * ratesiorane® agree= 
ment with -AleIdrisi, the ch bi leader's 
deceased brother. 


' @) The strengthening of the appointed Governor's . 
' ‘power at the expense of the Idrisi's prerogatives. 


3) Phe cessation of Mecca's allowance to Hassan about 
six months age. 


4) The attempt to crush individual identity of the 
Asir trib 2h adel incorporation into the Arabian 






5 ils d cruel of Ibn Saoud's Governor, who is 
oT ) me als aged ST edevacan Ghizen and other notables 
pabliely 1 flogase ‘ 


oo) ‘The reported refusal by Ibm Saoud of the Asir re= 
- * guest for the release of Sayed Ali Al-Idrisi, who 
see! his father Mohamed for a short tine in 





e 
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ses and ts now held hostege in Ryadth. 

kttention is respectfully invited te the last pera~ 

graph ot the Consulate's despateh ilo. ay of WE fs ag a 

1932, wherein an attempt was made to establish the connec- - 
tion between suspected sibversive activities in Asir and 
the Ibn Rafadeah trouble in the north. The suggestion of 
the Residency is that Hassan badly timed his rising, and 
that the present nevenent is definitely an aftermath of 
the preceding one. 

Memoranda received by the Residency on November 27, 
“from Jerunelom, are te the effect that Ibn Saoud is no long- 
or short of funds. If the allegetion is true, no one 
in the Residency is willing to suggest whence his financial 
support may have originated. : 

the activities of the British in Hadramaut at present 
lend weight to the rumors of dissatisfaction in Onan. 
ag the Department knows , ‘there is a strong Wahhabite isnént 
in ‘the ‘neighborhood of sur, south of Mascat. British 
strength alone maintains the. Sultan's authority in this 
district. Squadron Leader A. Re M. Rickards, O.B.E., 
AcBeCoy Intelligence Officer of the Air Staff, Aden, has 
“ie in ‘Hedraceut alnost two monthe and one of his purposes 
is the preparation. of a series of new landing fields to 
aemplets ‘the section to ‘Meevat {and to Oman which is now 
skirted by the Imperial Airways India line. Efforts are 
being mate to bring gome of the leading tribes to adopt a 
more friendly atti tade towards. the English, and a new Sul- 
tan of Qishn and Socotra, to succeed the ruler who died 
aire or six months ago, has been elected through the media-~ 
tion of two representatives of the Residency. The chain 
around Arabia is being strengthened. 

Respectfully 





cs les 





Respectial.y yours, 


Fn he 


We i. Walmsley JZ e 
Americen Vice Consul 
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I have the honor to report to the Department that St 
during the last few days many rumors have been received on 
in Jerusalem concerning a revolt in Assir, a small buffer ” 
state between Ibn Saud's kingdom and the Yemen which 
has, during late years, fallen under the' control of that = i 
== } 
sovereign. > 3 
Rumers from Amman are to the effect that the revolt s 3 
Ce 


is serious; that the rebels, after some fierce encounters 
with Government troops, have captured many places; that 
Hassan il-Idrissi, the nominal ruler of Assir, is accom- 
panying the rebel forces; and that Ahmed Seif il-Aslen, 

the Crown Prince of Yemen, is encamped with a large force 

of his father's troops on the border of Yemen and is care- 

fully watching the trend of events. Rumors from Syria are 

also to about the same effect. However both the Syrian 

and the Transjordanian sources, in any report concerning 


conditions 


fr : 


conditions in the Kingdom of the Hedjaz-Nejd, are usually 
biased, as the Hashimite family net many friends in both 
countries. : | 

However, a@ report was recently vehaiek in Umm Al Kura, 
Ibn Sand‘s official organ which is published at Mecca, to 
the effect that certain tribes near Jeizen are disturbing the 
public peace; that Said il~Idrissi, the nominal although 
not the virtual rule of the territory, is behind this 
movement and that Hedjazi troops have been sent to restore 
peace in that section. 

While it seems a fact that there is trouble in Ibn 
Saua's territory, the Consulate General has learned from 
sources considered reliable that the present "revolt" in 
his territery is no more serious than was the revolt of 
Ibn Refede and that the King is permitting the local gen- 
demerie to handle the matter. 

Rumors have also been reoeived to the effect that 
Italy is concerned in this movement, and that the rebels 
are using Italien rifles and ammunition. In fact, several 
letters from anonymous writers to this effect have been 
published in the logal papers. The Consulate General is 
not inelined to place meh credence in such information 
as the Italien Government is usually eccused of having a 
hend in any disturbances in this section of the world, 
is a matter of fact, the Consulate General has been in- 
formed through local sources thet the real cause of the 
present trouble was a controversy between Hassan il- 
Idvissi and the Hedjazian Commissioner in Assir, and 
believes that this so-called “nevolt® will be squelched 


~42_ 
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I have the honor to report that an advice received to- 
day by the Aden Residency from its acting agent in Hodeideh 


states, in connection with the disturbance in Asir, that 


£2/00° 3068 


the rumors of Sayed Al-Hassan Al-Idrisi's recuperation, 
Since the arrival of King Ibn Seoud's soldiers, are entirely 
unfounded, and that the rebellious leader is seeking asylum 
among friendly interior tribes. The advice this week from 
Hodeidah came from an acting agent because the agent him- _ 
self had been sent by the Residency to Sana'a with the Sd 
supposed purpose of following the negotiations between the *© 
Imam Yehya and King Ibn Saoud's representative (see this 
Consulate's despatch No. 124, , 16, 1932). | 
It has become a platitude to cite the lack of communi- 

cations in Arabia in discussions of Arab unity. yet the 
part of the automobile in Ibn Saoud's swift campaigns 
against dissident tribes appears of such importance that 
one is permitted to wonder whether this very modern means 
of transportation may not play a leading role in the 

ee eventual consolidation of the Saoudian empire,/if not in 


unification 





wtn 


unification of the Peninsula. The troops that were sent 
overland to Asir went in automobiles. 
Kkespectfully yours, 


Bec 


W. N. Walmsley jr. 
American Vice Consul 
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I have the honor to refer to despatch/No, 24 dated 


in 
~ 
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December 1, 1932, concerning the revolt in Assyr and to 
transmit to the Department further information recently 
received from reliable sources as to the situation in that 
section of Ibn Saud's kingdom. 

. Assyr has a population of about one million and in the 
past hie country has been a bone of contention between 
Kirig Ibn Saud and the Imam Yehya of Yemen. The hold of the 
Emirs of Assyr, the Idrissi, began to be weakened as early 
as 1925, the dete of the death of the Emir Mohamed Il 
Ildrissi, At this time Ali, the former Emir's son, took over 
the Government of the country and, being a weak ruler, was 
attacked by the Imam Yehya who soon captured a number of 
Assyr's principal cities along the coast and even succeeded 
in capturing Jeizan, a city far in the interior. In this 
erisis of Id@rissi rule the Emir turned to King Ibn Saud, 
sending to Ried a deputation of his principal Emirs end 

/petitioning 
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petitioning the Wahabi sovereign to expel Imam Yehya's 
forces from his country. Ibn Saud was not unwilling to 
undertake this task but insisted that the territory of 
the Tdrissi should become a protectorate of his own 
kingdom's and an agreement to this effect was signed in 
1926, Since that time Ibn Saud has established in the 
Assyr territories his ow vepresentative, whose title in 
Arabic corresponds to that of the High Commissioner, 
Since that time also the Yemenite troops have been with- 
drawn from the country, but the outstanding questions 
between Imam Yehya and Ibn Saud on the one hand and Ibn 
Seud and the Idrissi Emirs on the other have not been 
finally settled, 

Sultan Mohamed Idrissi joined with the various Arab 
tribes in the concerted attack against the Turkish 
Government in April, 1915, during which month he signed 
a treaty with the sc dana By the terms of this treaty 
the British Foreign Office undertook to furnish the Idrissi 
with arms and money and guaranteed to protect their ports 
from any attacks. The Sultan then lea ten thousand of his 
Warriors against the Turks and suceeeded in extending the 
ounderies of his Emirate to a large extent. In January, 
1917, he signed a supplementary treaty with the British 
with respect to the Islend of Parsen, which his forces 
had captured from the Turks. The British were much 
interested in this islend whieh is said to contain large 
eil pools which they tried to exploit but which up to the 
present time they have been unable to work ovine to 
various political factors. 

In 1951 Imam Yehya and Ibn Saud entered into an 
agreement whereby the latter waived claim to some hill 
territory (the Aaro mountains) on the Bmir’s frontier in 
favor of the Imam and the Imam Yehya agreed on his part to 


yield all his so-called rights to the rest of the 
territory of Assyr in King Ibn Saud's favor. 

Most of the reports received in Jerusalem concerning 
affairs in Ibn Saud's territories are unreliable for the 
reason that they emanate from territories in which the 
Hashimite family is popular. Consequently the rumors 
which were reported in the despatch referred to in the 
opening peragraph of this despatch must be taken as 
representing statements from interests directly opposed 
to Ibn Seud. As the Department will recollect, these 
rumors were to the effect that the revolt was serious 
and that the rebels were being instigated in their 
action by the Italians and being supplied with arms and 
munition from that country. The more reliable portion 
of that report was to the effect that the revolt was 
locel only and could be easily handled by Ibn Saud's 
local forces, 

In an effort to find out the truth of the situation 
@ representative of this office was sent to interview 
Auni Bey Abdul Hadi, formerly an adjutent of Ibn Saud 
but now a member of the Arab Executive in Jerusalem, who 
is supposed to be well versed in affairs pertaining to 
Ibn Saud's kingdom, Auni Bey informed this representative 
that Italy had been very much vexed by Ibn Saud's 
refusal to consider its proposition to exploit the oil 
resources in the ae Island end to build an aerodrome 
there, He did not believe, however, that Italy was con~ 
cerned in the revolt in Assyr but declared that in his 
opinion it was caused, firstly, by the failure of Ibn 
Saud to pay the annual grant-in-aid to the Idrissi Emirs 
‘ owing to the depleted resources of his Kingdom end, 
/secondly 
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secondly, because the Emirs hed learned of their coun- 
try's annexation as part of the empire of Sacudieh-Arabia 
and objected on the ground that their country was ea 
protectorate only. 

From other reliable sources the Consulate General 
has learned thet the present revolt in Assyr is nothing 
but a local movement similar to the Ibn Rifade revolt 
of last summer. It has also learned that the immediate 
cause of the revolt was @ personal controversy between 
Hassen Il Idrissi and the Hedjazien High Commissioner 
in Assyr, However, it is believed thet Hassan 11 
Idrissi's forces were assisted by Hedjazian tribes of 
the vicinity. News lately received is to the effect 
that Hedjazian forces have captured certain cities of 
Assyr, that the situation appears to be well in hand and 
that the rebellion will be put dow as easily as was the 
rebellion of Ibn Rifada, 


Respectfully yours, 


) ae 


Alexander EK. Sloan, 
4merican Consul, 


File No, 800 
4ks/ca 





Aden, Arabia, December 14, 19 


t The Hedjazi Government version of the Asir 


Gopy ‘ppankiitiaaeby ‘tie, revolt. 





have the ae r off referring to this ee 


despatches Nos.124 126jand 127 of November 16 and 30, and 
December 6, 1932, Geseribing the revolt in Asir against King 
ibn Saoud, and to quote below in translation the official 
communique of the Hedjazi Government issued November 20, and 
published in the UM-EL-QURA of Mecca on November 25, 1932: 


"lst. It is known that in accordance with the 
correspondence, decisions and conferences which 
took place during Jomadi II, 1349 (Mareh, 1930) 
between Sayed Al~Hassan Al-Tarisi and his con- 
sulative assembly on the one hand, and our Royal 
Majesty's Government on the other, Sayed Al- 
Hassan Al-Idrisi and his consultative assembly 
relinquished the administration of their country 
(in the same manner as preseribed by the Treaty of 
Protection signed at Mecca on Rabia II, 1345 
(Oetober 21, 1926)) in favor of His Majesty our 
King; that this relinquishment was accepted 

and confirmed by His Majesty's decree of Jumadi 
II 29, 1349 (March 29, 1930), by which terms of 
the following nature were decided upon: the kind 
of administration, duties and attributes of each, 
Sayed Al-Hassan, the consultative assembly, the 
Governor, and the vbirector of Finances of the 
Province. And this decree was put into effect 
on the date last stated above. 


"and, oaths the period since the new order of 
things was created, not only had nothing occurred 
to listurb the administration or the fiscal opera- 
tions, but everyone enjoyed ease, peace and 
general good order whieh substituted the previous 
anarchy; and though no compleints were registered 


ageinst 
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against the Governor and subordinates, who, in 
the execution of their instructions paid Sayed 
Al-Idrisi all the respect due his rank and honor, 
yet it seems that ea personal animosity arose 
between Sayed Al Hassan and the present Governor, 
Fahd bin Zouayir, the former of whom protested 
that the latter had not shown in his presence 

the respect due a person of his (Hassan's) rank. 


"Srd. Some persons took advantage of the animosity 
by fishing in troubled waters and intriguing 
between Al-Hassan and the Governor, with the 
result that every shred of friendship and sympathy 
between the two wes dissipated, and in consequence 
at the beginning of this month Hassan submitted 
his complaint against the wovernor, but at the 
same time, before receiving His Majesty's reply, 
required that the Governor be suspended from his 
office and that the administration be consigned 
to himself; and to this effect he telegraphed 
His Majesty on rriday, Rajeh 12, 1351 (November 
10, 1952) assuring His Majesty of his loyalty 
and of that of the inhabitants of the Provincs 
and advising that the only trouble was caused by 
the wovernor's misbehavior. He also denied 
knowledge of any one in the country either: 
fomenting rebellion, undermining Government, 
or advocating secession from the Kingdom, and 
he requested insistently upon the despatch of a 
new Governor whose arrival would restore peace 
and tranquillity. 


"4th. Despite the fact that His Majesty's Uovern- 
ment has many do¢uments proving that enemies of 
these two Islamic Arab countries (Hedjaz and Asir: 
translator's note) were attempting to fan the 
flame of revolution in the Province of Asir, and 
that these same people were supporting the lost 
"Bin Kafadah" to his rebellion, those same spies 
or messengers of ill-luck are here now exciting 
these people and misleading them by false pro- 
mises. The Government at first declined to 
believe the information that Al-Hassean would 
follow the advice of these evil counsellors and 
act in such a low, repulsive and meen manner, 
but later invited Al-Hassan to declare for him- 
self if he was loyal and sincere and stated that 
it would, before sending the new Governor, send 
@ commission to Asir to hear Al-Hassan' com- 
plaints personally and to inquire into the rela- 
tions between the latter and the countries' 
enemies. Sayed Al-Hassan agreed to the condi- 
tions and in the most respectful, submissive 
manner declared to accept the said commission's 
eventual decisions. 


"Sth. The commission left for Asir accompenied by 
military forces sufficient for any decisive action 
that might become necessary, es Al-Hassan's 


sincerity 


a, 


sincerity was suspected. When the commission 
arrived at the markets of Al-Kamha, it was 
presented with documents of unistakable authen- 
ticity proving that the first telegrams from 
Al-~Hassan to His Majesty had as object the 
calming of opinions; that he was indeed incit- 
ing rebellion; that the messages of peace and 
submission were intended to delay government 
action as he was expecting promised reinforce- 
ments; that he had written to the tribes that 
had promised assistance, asking them to delay 
by whatever means the arrival of the Government 
troops at Ghizan and to destroy the road 
practicable by automobiles; and finally that 
Hassan had accepted the proferred assistance 
of certain banned end untouchable persons. 


"6th, Hassan, seeing that his plot was dis- 
covered and that further delay would net him 
nothing, refused to meet the conmission and 
fled from’Ghizan to Sabya. His Majesty's troops 
entered Ghizan on the morning of Rajeh 18, 1551 
(November 16, 1932) when the friends of the 
Idrisi fled from the hostility of the tribes 
and the Idrisi stopped in Sabya asking for mercy. 
But the Government troops also occupied Sabya 
determined to terminate the new troubles fomented 
by Al-Idrisi, misled by the enemies of the 
country and of Islam. The Government is now 
taking the necessary steps to prevent repetition 
of such events and to make peace reign again in 
the country." 


Reliable advices from Sana'a, repeated to the under- 
Signed last right, report thi.t the Imam and Ibn Saoud see 
eye to eye at present, end presumably neither would be 
displeased if the Idrisi, who has always been at least a 
religious rival, were definitely sliminated politically. 
It appears that if efforts have been exerted to maneuver 
the Yemeni and Hedjazi rulers into opposing camps, they 
have failed this time, despite the eventual clash that 
many observer: oe sneider unavoideble. 


pe yours, 


Lt N. Walmsley v had 


American Vice Consul 
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i, 193Z, and to previous despatches, con- 


No. 151 of hecem 


cerning the movement of Sayed Al-Hassan Al-Idrisi of Asir 
ageinst King ibs Saoud, and to relate that Khexid bin Louy, 
commanding the 15,000 men alleged te belong to ibm Saoud'’s 
punitive expedition, died at Atha towards the end of December 
and was succeeded in the command by his Mh Sead, who also 
succeeded to the Governership of Kherma (UM-EL-QURA, Mecea, 
December SO, 1952). ° 


has takem refuge among the still insubmissive Masariha tribe— 
(im the neighborhood of Ghizan), and the punitive expeditions 
hes as a comsequence razed the three villages of Taashar, 
Musina and Madaya, all of whose inhabitants were slaughtered. 
The women and children had already beem evacuated. The 
UM-EL-QURA, referring to the action of the Bani Shoubeyl 
section of the Masariha tribe im harboring the Idrisi and 
refusing submission when all other Asir tribes had already 
declared their submission, states that the Government has 


issued orders to punish the rebels immediately in order to 
end the rebellion completely. 


“Ti 
According to information in private letters, the Idris{> ; 


Respectfully yours, 


SEE 
We N. Walmsley 


: American Vice Consul 
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The Revels 

Except for a mall section of mountainous country where 
Hessen Al-ldrisi is said te be still im safe refuge, Asir is 
quiet. Im connection with the report in the Consulate's 
Gespateh No. 140 of January 10, 1933 of the death of Khalid 
bim Louy, the fellowing exeerpt from the January issue of 
the ORIENTE MODERNO, Rome, which credits AL-MUQATTAM, Cairo, 
for the information, is of some historical interest: 


“This man (Khelid), in eo with Sultem ibn Bigied, 
—— ef the Hejes, whe was 
imprisioneé and sent te R th at the time of the 
Meo eof Feieal iba 6 in Wejé, anf whose end 
was one of the He jazi chiefs whe faeili- 


boundary 
Hejé and Hejaz, were the objects of dispute between 
the twe Governments. 


During 
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emirs + ef southern arebia, Indie end Java. He 
should make better seleetiens ef gevernors and above 
ell see that justice is administered.” 


The UM-EL-QWURA early im November, at the time the first 
news of the Asir trouble begem reaching Adem, announced the 
errival in Hodeidah ef a Hejazi delegation sent in the in- 
terests of “arabian Unity". Wothing more was ever heerd in 
Adem of this mission, whese function was generally taken for 
eranted leeally to be te keep the Imam noutral vis-a-vis Asir 
end negotiate ea further agreement regarding that territory. 
Im the Ramadan (Dee.29/82 - Jan.27/33) issue of AL-IMAN @ 
brief mote was made of the delegation's visit: 


“The Representatives ef King Abdul Aziz im Sana'a 


"During the past month there arrived at the eapital a 
commission ef representatives cempesed of Sheikh 
Mehamed bin Deorvi and his sompemious carrying a 
letter addressed to our Lord the Iman-Ged bless hin - 
frem His Reyal Majesty. The seid representatives 
were placed in the King's guest house, and reesived 
all @ue hemers and regalia during their stay. Sheikh 
Mehemed bin Dervi head the hemor of being reesived by 
the Imam and of enting the reyal meseage. The 
quests were received by the Imam, and repeated 
visite were exehanged. During his last visit 
(Sheikh Mohamed) reeeived the reply te the letter 
after whieh he departed frem the capital while due 
henner was paid hin. We wieh him a good journey.” 











AMERICAN CONSULATE, 





[We Or -TaTH 
wit 2G 1933 


DivisiQn 


Aden, Arebia, April 5, 1935. 





SuBJECT: Asir, and Yemeni-He jazi relations. 


OR DISTRIBSLICN - No 


arrived in Sanata in early r, 1952, a subject discussed 
in this Consulate’s No. 124 $f November 16, 1952. In view of 
the contents, of which some is quoted below, of en erticle in 
the February 17, 198535 UM-EL-QURA, it seems that some sort of 
Yemeni-Hejazi treaty negotiations are in progress; their nature, 
aside from pious references to the desirability of Arabian 
unity, is obscure. Not even the Residency appears to be in- 
formed in the premises as yet (March 31). . That Asir has been 
the cause of the negotiations (and may prove their poison) is 
more than probable. “s 

Witness the Imam’s reply: 


.te Sana*a te present His Majesty the Imam.....the royal 


Zv/00° J068 


Pay 
"...we have advised of the special representative sent @ A 


M@SSARZC.... + 8 
*..-His Majesty’*s representative has returned....bring~ 
-ing the reply of the Imam.... 


, (lengthy salutations and blessings)...Your letter 


E 
i 
f 
E 


tronger 
the text of the four articles of your proposal, 
as well as with your additions theretc....** 


The letter ends with the Imam asking for a delegate 
with full powers to be sent to Yemen to draw up a final 
treaty and sign it. 

4s I stated above, I have been unsuccessful in my 
efforts to obtain an inkling with regard to the true con- 
tents of the treaty, but I am prepared toa believe that it 
may make windy reference to unity, and perhaps contain more 
specifie provisions ef a political, geographic and even 
personal nature regarding Asir. In all events some arrange- 
ment must be made, whether through formal treaty or other- 
wise, to dispose of the Asir leaders, including Hassan 
(whose name however, is omitted from the Mecca paper), who 
have beem given asylum in the Yemeni port of Midi. The 
UM-EL-QURA of February 24 writes of the work of pacifica- 
tien being undertaken in Asir, and of the punishment being 
meted out to leaders, tribesmen and so on, and to be visited 
upen the refugees on their return. Of course the refugees 
will met be returned without ample ems ef the safety 
of their necks. 


Respectfully yours, 


fon leraticreter, ¥ 


W. N. Walmsley jr. 
American Vice Consul 
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intelligence, and to submit the following: ; 
a oe. | 
We have heard anent the Hejaz during the last month aN 
GS, 
or twe of the following concessions, intended or granted, | 
and projects “for the development of the aeniney a) yy & 


eentral bank, 2) concession to the ex-Khedive Abbas Hilmi 


country", 3) the Jedda~Mecca railway, 4) mineral concessions 
to the Standard O11 Company of California, and possibly to 
other American concerns, through K. S. Twitchell and a cer- 


tain Mr. Hamilton, 5) petroleum concesgion to the Iraq 







Petroleum Company, andad|6) the freedom of entry into Saudi 
territory of ell Russian merchandise, to be marketed by the 
Yostgostorg, These promises and projects are of sufficient 
far reaching economic and political effects to merit serio 
attention. 

The sudden outerop of economic plans may be interpreted 
as the first major creck in the Saudi orgenization. A 


succession 


; 
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succession of poor pilgrimages, culminating in the present dis- 
astrous one, seems to have forced ibn Saud's hend. He has 
fought off English loans under their conditions, has managed 
to conelude honorable treaties with neighbors and certain 
European powers, end has otherwise held his head high, but 
neither he nor his onvieinn’ could be expected to last mech lén=- 
ger without money. He is now pandering to foreigners, offering 
anything upon which his hand mey fall, in return for funds. 

us examine the situation. 
J The central bank, latest and reliable information reveals, 


¢ is to be known as the Royéi Arab Privileged Bank, and is to have 


on \ 


AF yiene entire sum by the ex-Khedive, and subsequently, it is be- 


a capital of 1,000,000 gold soverigns, guaranteed initially for 


lieved, to the extent of £200,000 gold, which is the sum to be 
put immediately into the hands of the king. QGne hundred thousand 
is to be made available, reports add, to Hejazi (Jedda} com- 
merce. It will have the sole right of issue, which will be backed, 
it is said, 100 per cent, it will have its seat in London with 
English chairmem and it will have an English general manager 
in Jedda, where H. St. J. by will be bank’s counsellor ani, it 
seems, direct representative of the shareholders. The capital, 
other then Hilmi Pasha’s, will be subscribed by English and Swiss 
interests, and possibly later French and Italiem capitel may be 
invited to participate (this probably if and when more money is 
needed). It is suggested (I cannot vouchsafe even the probabil- 
ity ef the accuracy of the intimation} that Abbas Hilmi Pasha 
represents a group of English Zionists, The loan of £200,000 
to the Saudi government will be reimbursable in 15 years, The 
benk contract was signed by the Saudi government, and Abdul Hamid 
Bey Shedeed, representing the ex-Khedive, about March 7. A se- 
eret agreement seid to have been signed at the seme time grants 
exclusive right to the benk to exploit, either directly or 


through 


vat Sa ee —_ 


“> 
through subsidiaries, all the mineral rescurees of the country. 
Ab@ulk Hemid Bey Shedeed is reported to be the former 
s"mative” manager in the Levent of the Banco 4i Rom. Ibn 
Seud evidently needs money urgently. The little subversive 
movements led by Rifadeh end Hassan al<Idrissi (the letter, with 
his followers, granted asylum at Midi, Yemen, have, upom the di- 
rect request of the Imam Iehya} been granted complete pardon ani 
immunity if they return to their homes) have apparently had their 
effect, and it is irrelevant to investigate them further to dis- 
cover whe backed them. 

From the foreign point of view it appears that a means has 
finally been found by the English of extending their influence 
more surely over the country, and that very possibly the exe 
Khedive is buying ibn Seud's support of the former’s aspirations 
te the Syrian throme. From here it is impracticable to attempt 
te define the British view of the former Khedive’s pretensions, 
but their position should not necessarily be irreconcilable in 
regard to their old enemy. 

The bank, reputedly scheduled to opem this month, will put 
the Duteh benk (Nederlandsche Handel Magtschappij) out of busi~ 
ness. 

The Jedde-Mecca reilway, has been treated in the Consulate's 
reports Nos. 9¢ ant & of 213 5 and 10, 1835. Suffice it to 
say that reliable persons have been unable to visualize any 
profit whatever in the enterprise if it is undertaken under the 


\\ eonditiens of the concession. Only, they say, an extraordinarily 


large pilgrimage, such as has not been seen for years, would leave 
it with a prefit. The government’s object, therefore, would 
eppear to be merely to encash the original price of the con- 
cession, As for the King's agreement to forbid automobile traffic 
for hire between the two cities once the railway is inaugurated, 
Jed@a diplomatic observers appear to be sceptical. 

The minerel concessions reported granted or about to be grantéd 


0 
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oy 
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to American interests, to the Iraq Petroleum Company, end to 

the Royal Arab Privileged Benk, appear to be mutually irrecon- 
cilable, or, at the very least, overlapping in respect of rights 
and privileges. In each case a price is presumably asked for 

the contract. It is reliably reported te the Consulate that 

the Americans in Jedda, whe had arrived with high hopes probably 
based on the results of promises, real or imaginary, given Mr. 
Twitchell prier to his departure for the United States last 

May, have now frankly avowed that the possibility ef their 
concluding an agreement with the government is now more remote 
than ever. In any case, the fact that there are at least three 
groups negotiating with the Government indicates that the latter, 
which had so long takem an unequivocally antagonistic position 
in respect of concessions to foreigners end non-Muslims, mst 
recently have changed its view radically and intimated that it 
was ready to bargain. It is probable that the benk group will 
come out ahead; in fact, it appears that it has already an agree=- 
ment, and it is inprobab} that the Iraq Petroleum and American 
representatives, presumably familiar with lecal conditions and 
with the Orient, will have the wool pulled over their eyes. 

The decrees issued in early March granting permission to 
the Soviet te impert without restriction my have the most dras- 
tic effects en the country. In 1927 the Soviet inaugurated a 
steamship line from Odessa to the Persian Gulf via Jedda, Port 
Sudan, Hodeidah and other ports. As it carried no freight te 


\" Jedda, where the entry of Russian goods was forbidden, its 
ait sean fer calling there was obscure. Im 1931 the Hejezi govern- 
A ment and the Soviet trade organization (through, it is believed, 


the Ry,ssian minister to ibn Saud) signed an sccord for the de~ 
livery in Jedda of 104,4000 cases of kerosine and gasoline. 
This was at the time that the Shelli Gil and the Stendard oil 
were reported pressing for payment of their accounts with the 


government. 
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Govefmment, Om the Soviet deliveries, the Saudi Government 

owes some £50,000. the time had come for the Russian minister 

to submit his demands te permit the Yostgosterg to import freely, 
and he appears to have succeeded, as we have seen by the issue of 
the decree te which reference has been made. As the Vostgostarg: 
is going to do its own retailing, as it dees in Hodeidah, and is 
in a pesitien te undersell the local merchants, the latter fear 
for the loss of their trade. Many of them, as it is know, hold 
Covergusnt orders against customs house receipts given them in 
pert payment of official obligations for merchandise purchased. 
The immediate effect of the decree will be a curtailment of 

sales from other countries of petroleum products, grains, sugar, 
tea, matches and possibly edditional products. British India end 
some of the Britiah colonies and dominions will probably suffer 
most, although, of course, not particularly seriously, in view 
ef the fact that the Hejazi-Nejd market is limited even at its best. 
Some people are inclined to believe that ibn Saud, in granting 
permission to the Russians to trade freely, had his tongue in his 
cheek, his plan being te allow them to trade only until taxes 

and other income from them will have liquidated his 230,000 
obligation, This is net an impracticable idea, since, besides 
the pilgrimage, the King's most lucrative source of income has 
been the Jedde group of merchants, andi he cannot remain in power 
end antagonize them coincidentally for very leng. The merchants, 
ef course, would not be edverse to retailing Russian goods in 
behalf of the Yostgostorg, ani to obtain this privilege they are 
said already to have petitioned. 

Ibu Saud, who has so long maintained his defiant attitude 
towards what he pleases to call European imperialism, is apt to 
lose much prestige in the Muslim, world by his present activities, 
Never especially pepular in Islam, he is by many thought to be 
prostituting himself and the holy land to his ambitions. And his 
new attitude towards Russia, which thinking Mohamedans of the 


Mediterranean 


- 


Mediterranean, Indie and elsewhere regard eal ante-euiatons 
government, may further weaken his position as guardian of 

the holy places. The Consulate, which has for some time pre- 
dieteé the beginning of itm Senfi’s fall as a world personage, 
and his retirement to Nejé, if the 1933 pilgrimage were « 
failure, feels that its views have been greatly strengthened by 
the recent events in the Seadi Arabia of which an outline has 
been furnished above. 


Respectfully yours, 


fori lratasstery a» 
W. N. Walmsley, jr. 


American Vice Consul 
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NOV 19 1034 o 
The Honorable man Q 
The Secretary of State, = 
A TY Wash ington. wn - 
a By , Ape A, | 
wm H ‘ 
5 | | 
es © g \ 8ir: : 
a 3 ~d | I have the honor to report that on Oct 
> a ae 
F © "| yy Fal-Istiqlal", one of the local papers, published a 
Bs t detter from the Saudi Arabian ae d'affaires at 
= 
Ay i 
loi See peehdea, Sheikh Mohammed Ibr@fim Al-Mo'ammar. 


Sheikh Ibrahim flatly contradicted a statement 
published in "Al-Defa", a newspaper in Jaffa, Palestine, 
ami reprinted locally, to the effect that King Abdul 
Aziz Ibn Saud had ordered Abdul Aziz ibn Musa'id, 

Emir of Hail, to mobilize a miltary force and occupy 
"Taima'®, The Saudi Arabian Charge d'Affaires stated 
that the report was without foundation, and that Saudi 
Arabia is enjoying perfect, peace under the aegis’ of 


@ AON 


His Saudi Majesty, Abdul Aziz. 


PLE y yours, : hes 
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Subjects Review of the Situation in Saudi Arabie by H. St. 
Je Be Philby. 
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ne _Honorable———- 
The Secretary of State, 
Washington. 


Sirs 

I have the honor to transmit herewith as of possible interest 
to the Department a press clipping from the EGYPTIAN GAZETTE of 
January 14, 1956, containing « review of the situation in Saudi 
Arebie by Mr. H. St. J. B. ig well known British Moslem 
convert end author who has mede his home for some years at Jidda. 

The review is principally interesting for its discussion of 
the reletions of Saudi Arabie to the Itelo-Ethiopien conflict. In 


remerking 
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remarking upon the recent visit of an Ethiopian diplomatic mission 
to Jidde Mr. Philby notes that the Government of Saudi Arabie has 
informed both the Ethiopian and Itelian Governments of its strict 
neutrality in the present conflict. In view of this attitude Mr. 
Philby does not anticipate that Saudi Arabie will respond affirme- 
tively to the invitation from the League of Nations to associate 
itself with the League Powers in the application of sanctions against 
Italy. 

Centrery to the opinion at one time enterteined locally Mr. 
Philby does not believe that Saudi Arabia is likely to constitute 
en important source of supply for Italy. The view has been expres- 
sed thet in the event the sanctions against Italy were extended to 
forbid the furnishing to that country of a wide list of exports 
goods might be shipped to Saudi Arabie and there transhipped to 
the Italien possessions in East Africa. So far as concerns the 
exports included in the present beankions of the League only trans- 
port animals in the form of camels are available in Saudi Arabie 
and as Mr. Philby salad, the sale of these to Italy has been limited 
by the question of cash payment. 


Respectfully yours, 


Jett Chek 


Bert Fish. 
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Clipping from the EGYPTIAN GAZETTE 
Jenuery 14, 1936. 
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From the EGYPTIAN GAZETTE of Jamary 14, 1936. 


THE NEW YEAR IN’ ARABIA 





KING IBN SA’UD'S TENTH ACCESSION DAY 





SA’UDIA AND THE WAR 





‘STRICT ‘T NEUTRALITY 
BETTER RELATIONS WITH BRITAIN 
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By H. St. J. B. Philby. ; 
(Hacluswe to the “Egyptian Gazette”) - ee 
Mecea, January 4, — 
On January 8 the tenth anniver- ee ee | 
car os 0 Uemopia § inevitups 
pod dig o accession of His Ma- make it impossible for’ the Aeapren | 
esty ah e Hedjaz throne will be Government to conciuge’% format 
celebrated with suitable ceremony treaty ‘with ‘its neignboud “across the’ 
| ggg on bgp ha ok ng moment sea, but it is unders ‘that the: 
e 82 pro- Abyssinian Government has been in- 
vince, which he has not visited vited to send a consul to Jeddan tor 
since 1932 .and which hag recently the time being. Like the Italian Gov- 
suffered a grievous loss in the ernment, it has been informed that 
déath : the Government of Sa’udi Arabia has 
reid bed a we tae adopted an attitude of. neutrality in 
\ Sa’ud is at his Ri the present unhappy conflict. Obvious- 
Amir hyo a post at a ly no other course was possible in the 
yadh, a e forthcoming celebra- ¢ircumstances, and in any case it is 
tions at Jeddah will be presided, unlikely that any trade on a_ large 
over by H.R.H. the Amir, Paisal in scale will develop between Arabia and 
his capacity of Viceroy of the Hedjaz. either of the belligerent states. The 


ed.to arrive at Jeddah from Egypt by 
airplane. They will be entertained to 
| dinner that night by Fuad Hamza, the 
| Deputy Foreign Minister, at. the villa 
of Kandara, and the Pasha’s program- 
me during his sojourn in the Hedjaz 
includes visits to Mecca and Medina 
(the journey to the latter to. be made 


the experts. accompanying him will 
| make an interisive study of proposed 
aecirtl beni aeae lying house-to-house 
el 





daté as is. hoped, constitute a historic 
Resmi ex er 





by .aigplane), in ‘both of which cities: 


| to bg a 


lighting and’ water. These 
Boons to. the. itizens of the holy: cities, 
Will, if they materialise at an early. 


| 
| He’ will probably. proceed . from | Presence at Jeddah of a substantially 
| Mecca to Jeddah on the morning enlarged Italian colony may have 
of the 8th, when the dipomatic given rise in certein quarters to ex- 
‘representatives of the various aggerated reports of the business it 
| Po end the: dead’ » officcals is concerned with, but it may be said 
ec int of t ng that so far not more than a thousand 
notables of the town will have camels have been sold to Italian pur- 

an opportunity of offering chasing agents. Arabia would indeed 


be glad to sell many more of these 
useful animals to either party for 
good money, but cash does not seem 


tes, while adequate or 
substitutes‘for cash have not yet been 
devised. 


je in excessive quantit- | 
satisfactory — 


A cofmmunication from the League ; 


of Nations inviting the Sa’udi Arabian 
Government to associate itself. with 
sanctions is scarcely likely to be pro- 
ductive of-any.. practical result; first- 
ly bécause of the above-mentioned de- 
claration vf neutrality to the parties 
concerned; ‘secondly because this Gov- 
ernment is nota member of the 


League of Nations; and thirdly be- 
une, while it Kas nothing to gain 
m the 





DOCUMENT FILE 


NOTE 
SEE..990b.00/170. = OR memorandum 
FROM State Department... (Childs May 13, 1938 
To Neer Eastern Division onan —— tee eee 
REGARDING: 


Italien activities in Saudi Arabia. 


Comments on - and efforts to bring about the overthrow of King 
Ibn Saud. 


Comments on Anglo-Italian accord of April 16,1938 providing 


joint recognition of status quo in Saudi Arabia and the 
emen, 


Wi 
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NOTE 
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© 
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= 
© 

|) ) TT. "OR cdi re) 
~ 
© 

FROM ‘tment _¢Ohilds _) patep __May 20, 1936 

To Near Eastern Division aiken Ogg 

TRANEEENNGs Provisions of the Anglo-Italian accord of April 16, 1936, concerning 


joint recognition of the status quo in Arabia. 


Comments on ~-. 


Wa 
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NOTE 


FROM 2784 == ~(Rbenshue ) paten ___May 25, 1959 


TO i NAME 1--1127 eve 


REGARDING: 


Political conditions in Saudi Arabia: 
inc J memorandum of conversation with Dr. P. W. Harrison 
commenting on - . 


os /00° 3068 


=. 








rg 
TELEGRAM RECEIVED 
This tedegran ‘be aaa 
c ased bee - 
eee bathe = canyon Aden. 
anyones te S ws) eae 
ted October 13, 1959 
' Rec'd 12:53 pete 
RL a Sais } - 
Secretary of State fO107% Cre 
Washington. 


2, October 15, 11 p.m. 

Heavy fighting between Britd 
Yemen boundary reported. 

Mutiny by all non-European seamen on all British 
merchant vessels reaching Aden being settle@ by grant- 
ing of 100% increase in salaries and other considera- 
tiong, Several German merchant vessels reported to be 


at Massawa are worrying British naval forces. 


COWAN 


OQ 
OQ 
— 
ar.) 
cS 
—_— 
(To) 
G2 
To) 
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Perephrase of confidential telegram 
dated October 13, 1939, received 
from the Americ Viee Consul at 
Aden.  (6907.00/51) 













British neval forces are reported to be concerned 





regerding the reported arming et Massawa of several 
German merchant vessels. 

Heavy fighting is reported by the Arabs and British 
on the Yemen boundary. 

Mutiny by non-European seamen on British merehant 
vessels arriving at Aden is being settled by an increase 
in the salaries of such seamen by 100% and other eon- 





siderations. 


